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Grace Presbyterian Church                       June 20, 2021 

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32, 2 Corinthians 6: 1-13, John 19: 1-2        Father’s Day   

“What I have written I have written”       

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Just as one of the givens of life, we all have had families into which we were 

born, even if we are adopted or orphaned, so we have had key individuals in 

that family into which we are born and have no choice in getting to know. 

We have all had fathers and father figures. Let me concentrate on fathers, 

and if you only have had a father figure, you can substitute that man in that 

place. 

 

Determining our human origins, our ancestry, our immediate and distant 

blood lines is a fascinating study. None of us come out of a vacuum. Neither 

are we born into a vacuum. There are real people in our lives, who are 

always a mixture of good and evil, righteousness and sin. That’s true for all 

cultures, races, families, in poverty and wealth, in health and sickness, in 

privilege and in oppression. We all have had parents or parental figures. The 

only question now is how we will review what has formed us. How will we 

get God’s perspective on our fathers?  

 

While the correct answer is from the Holy Scriptures, it still may take some 

intervention by the Holy Spirit to help us see with divine perspective on our 

fathers’ blessings and curses, strengths and weakness, sins and 

righteousness, just as we need God’s perspective to see these things in our 

own lives. At this point it may be helpful to note a part of understanding 

ourselves and our families can be pursued in what is called a genogram. A 

genogram is just a way to picture your family tree, your relatives, closer and 

not so close, your family blessings, secrets, joys and dysfunctions. Why 

would we want to invest our time in such an exercise? So we can know both 

the context into which we were born, and to know something of the life 

decisions and choices of those close to us in our bloodlines. Why? Because 

our families have influenced how we are. Don’t believe it? Ask someone 

close to you if you father or mother or uncles and aunts, cousins, nephew 

and nieces remind them of something you are like or not like. Growing in 

our faith and trust in Jesus means being open to the reality of our personal 

and family histories. These can be quite difficult exercises. They can be 

quite joyful with lots of laughter. Real history often is much more interesting 

than fiction and our regular sources of entertainment. 
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 As you work with your family backgrounds, I also encourage you to 

consider your fathers, particularly on this day. Remember and give thanks 

for what you have received through your fathers. They are crucial for your 

identity and for your sense of who you are. They provided safety and 

generosity for you to live in the conditions you did. And to the degree that 

you have an issues with them, whether they are alive or not, bring these as 

well to the Lord. He knows. Forgive your fathers for any sins they might 

have committed against you, and release them to the Lord for His blessing. 

 

As we consider again everything the Lord Jesus did for us at the Cross, in 

chapter 19 of the Gospel of John, we once again realize that He told us He 

did these things all in obedience to His Father’s will. What kind of a Father 

is this God who is Father to Jesus? I want to walk you through most of the 

Gospel of John on what John says about the Father. It may seem tedious at 

times and I hope you will focus on what the Lord is saying to you about 

what you believe about God the Father and any relation that might have to 

your earthly fathers. Accept your heavenly Father’s affection and 

encouragement and the identity He gives you anew today, as you accept 

Jesus. 

 

Jesus and the Father agreed together before the foundation of the world for 

what took place during Jesus’ life. Only Jesus has seen the Father in His 

glory, and now Jesus humbly shows Him to us in many beautiful ways in the 

Gospel of John. (1:18) He cleans the Temple because He loves His Father’s 

house. (2:16) Perhaps we are now in a time of cleansing, our congregation 

during the time of pandemic, our denomination during a time of division, the 

whole of the Body of Christ needs to return to Jesus, Lord of this city, of this 

nation, of this world. Jesus, have your way in your church today. Help us see 

your true Church as You see it. Build your walls up in this city against the 

enemy. Cause your Gospel to arise anew through us, and every spiritual 

gate, every Christian congregation in this city and beyond, in Jesus’ name. 

 

Jesus constantly reminds us in John that He loves us as the Father loves 

Him. (3:35) He constantly teaches that the Father has kindly placed 

everything in Jesus’ loving hands, you and I, our children, our families, 

friends, neighborhoods, our city, our nation, our world. The Father provides 

the safety of His love for each of us to know our identity and worth in Him. 

Rest in that love. Experience that peace. 
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Our sense of worth and work are to come from the Father. “My Father is 

always at his work to this very day…” (5:17) Jesus replies to those who 

accuse Him of wrongly healing people on the Sabbath. While Scripture says 

God rested on the Sabbath, nevertheless creation would fall into chaos with 

Him and many good things God continues to do on the day of rest. So does 

Jesus. (5:17) People who heard Jesus talking about God as His Father knew 

that Jesus was claiming equality with God. (5:18) Jesus did in fact tell 

everyone who listened that He was God, as was His Father and so is His 

Holy Spirit. No matter how much you saw your earthly father or how little 

because of his work, remember again your father’s work and care for you.  

 

Jesus in chapter 5 spends a few moments telling the people that He has been 

mentored, trained, loved and directed by His Father. He said, “I only do 

what I see the Father doing.” (5:19-23) So when you see the heart, character 

and personality of Jesus, you are getting insight into His Father, who also is 

humble, giving, creative, powerful, healing, loving and worth giving your 

life to in all things. 

 

In fact, in this paragraph of 5:19-23, we see the Father being mentioned 

seven times, noting especially: the Father raises the dead, gives them life, 

judges no one, entrusts judgment to the Son, honouring the Father and the 

Son, and reminding us that if you honour Jesus Christ, you honour His 

Father, but if you disrespect Jesus, you disrespect His Father. Jesus will 

kindly call us all to account in the end. He went through this life as we are 

going through this life. He will rightly judge us and bring to light all our 

attitudes, actions and inactions. Jesus is God. 

 

Both the Father and the Son are uncreated, eternal beings. They are the 

source of life, as each one has “life in himself,” as it says in 5:26. They agree 

on their judgments and actions. There is a unity between them that is 

powerful beyond imagination. Take time to get to know the Father who the 

Son shows to us. Are you taking time in the Scriptures to get to know Him 

better? 

 

Three times, Jesus teaches in 5:36-39 that whatever supernatural works he 

does in healing and raising the dead, simply testifies to His Father’s power 

and authority to do so. The Father has given Jesus the authority as the Sent 

One. Jesus speaks every word in agreement with the Father. Jesus says that 

the people should accept Him, as they should accept His Father, the One in 

whose name He comes. (5:43) But they do not. Then He tells them that He 
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will not accuse them, but Moses whom they believe will accuse them of not 

believing the One who made them. (5:45) John tells us a lot about the 

Father. In our post-industrial culture, and certainly during the pandemic, 

where fathers are at home more, we see them. But many of us had relatively 

physically absent fathers. We wondered what he was doing. Jesus knew 

exactly what His Father was doing. He was listening to Him and they agreed 

on every step of His mission and work on earth. Seeing Jesus was seeing the 

Father. 

 

The people of the lake Galilee country thought they knew Jesus’ childhood, 

his foster father Joseph and mother Mary. They didn’t like Him talking 

about His heavenly Father. They thought they had Jesus all figured out. But 

Jesus explicitly says that no one can come to Him unless the Father who sent 

Jesus draws them. (6:44) Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from 

Him comes to Jesus. (6:45) Only Jesus has seen the Father and knows Him. 

(6:46) After this, Jesus refers to Himself as the Bread of Life. And many do 

not like this teaching where Jesus invites people to eat flesh and drink his 

blood, which we know is not cannibalism, but to fully accept all that Jesus 

is, who the Father sent to us. (6:56-58) 

 

People begin leaving Jesus over this teaching. What would cause you to 

leave Jesus and relationship with Him behind? Jesus cares that people are 

leaving but also solidly knows that only those the Father has enabled to 

come to Jesus through the Holy Spirit are going to come to Him and stay 

with Him. (6:61-66) He first talks about Judas Iscariot in this context (6:71) 

What will offend you in your relationship to Jesus? What will have Him 

asking you, “Do you want to leave also?” as he said to the Twelve? (6:67) 

 

In chapter 8, Jesus self reveals as the Light of the world. (8:12) The religious 

leaders challenge Him again and say he has no witnesses for what He says. 

So he tells them the Father is his witness. (8: 16-18) They ask him where his 

father is. (8:19) He tells them they don’t know Him or His Father. They try 

to seize Jesus, but His time hasn’t come yet. (8:20) If they knew Jesus, they 

would know the Father. When they claim God as their Father, Jesus says that 

can’t be because they don’t love Jesus, and if they loved His Father, they 

would love Jesus. (8:42) Then he tells them that their father is the devil 

which they are not pleased to hear. (8:43) Our spiritual paternity says that 

we either have the Father as our father or the devil as our father, in rebellion 

to God. There is either rebellion to God, or acceptance of God. Choose today 
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to follow Jesus anew, and thereby know your Heavenly Father. Don’t 

become weary in following Him. 

 

The Father glorifies Jesus. Jesus doesn’t glorify Himself. (8:54) He reveals 

that Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing Jesus’ day. (8:56) Then Jesus 

reveals to them, as they were confused at this statement, that Jesus is the 

great “I am” and that He lived long before Abraham. Jesus is God. (8:58) 

 

Then as Jesus self reveals as the good shepherd, He also reveals that His 

sheep (believers) who know Him hear his voice and that there is only one 

flock and one shepherd. (10:14-15) Then Jesus notes that one of the reasons 

why the Father loves Him so much is that He is willing to lay down His life 

for the sheep, and that He does so willingly and lovingly. (10:17) There is 

something about Jesus going to the Cross for us to forgive us our sins that 

warms the heart of the Father, even as we too give Jesus thanks and praise 

for this kindest and costliest of all human acts. (10:18) This is the Father’s 

plan. (10:19) Jesus completely agrees with it despite the cost. 

 

And the beauty of this plan is that Jesus is about to give his followers the 

promise and experience of eternal life. In fact, the Father tells Jesus that no 

one will be able to snatch them (us believers) out of the Father’s hand. Jesus 

directly says again, “I and the Father are one.” (10:30) They want to stone 

Him again. (10:33) But He asks them why they want to stone him for 

healing people and loving people. They say they want to stone Him for 

claiming to be God. But He says if He does what the Father does, why 

would you want to do that. Even if you don’t believe, believe the miracles 

themselves? They don’t, but he escapes their grasp. (10:39) Do you believe 

Jesus’ miracles? Do you believe Jesus is who He says He is, over and over 

again? Jesus is the Living God, the Creator, the Author and Perfecter of our 

faith. 

 

Jesus explains in chapter 12 why He must die, and the life that we get as His 

earthly life is snuffed out. Jesus admits it when He is troubled by this (12:27) 

but asks if He should pray: “Father, save me from this hour? No, it was for 

this very reason Jesus came to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” 12:28) 

Then the Father speaks with an audible voice, saying, “I have glorified it and 

will glorify again.” The Father is constantly encouraging the Son. I’m sure 

the Spirit is doing the same. Whether your earthly father encouraged you, or 

not, look for the encouragement of your heavenly father in who and what 

you are. Listen to His voice. 
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As the upper room discourses start in John, chapter 13, Jesus shares many 

more teachings about the Father: Jesus is going home to the Father, and He 

knows what and where His home is, do you? (13:1) Then Jesus talks about 

His Father’s house being big enough to handle the great reunion that is 

coming after our deaths. (14:2) Then Philip asks to see the Father, and Jesus 

is sad that Philip hasn’t heard all these teachings on the Father that I have 

shared with you. Doesn’t Philip know that when you see Jesus, you see the 

Father? (14:9-10) When you hear Jesus, you hear the Father. 

 

If you want something from the Father, ask me in my name, and I will do it, 

Jesus says. (14:13) And then the Father gives the Holy Spirit, so that Jesus 

will be with us throughout the generations, and not just the few earthly years 

He was here. (14:16) Love me, love my Father. I am in the Father, you 

followers of mine are in me, and I am in you. (14:20) Our home, the Father’s 

home is in those who love Jesus and obey his teaching. So when you are 

thinking about what your home, and where you grow up, think first about 

your Father’s home. (14:23-24) That home is a mobile home, as it goes 

wherever the Spirit goes, whom the Father gives. That home is in us. (14:26) 

We are the Temple of God. (1 Cor. 6:19) Please receive the peace of God as 

you hear again where your true home is. Regardless of the real estate market 

where you live, hear the Father’s truth about giving you a lasting home, true, 

real, estate.  

 

Then Jesus teaches about His Father being the gardener, and trimming the 

sins from our lives, so that we can produce lives in line with Jesus love and 

truth. (John 15) Don’t be surprised, Jesus says, if people hate you because 

you believe in Jesus, because they hate my Father as well, Jesus says. 

(15:23) The Holy Spirit will make His home in you, and that home will be a 

foretaste of the forever home of the Father. The Holy Spirit is the way we 

know and accept Jesus and Jesus’ teaching. (15:26-27) 

 

Jesus repeats many of his previous teachings in John 16, but He also says 

that everything that belongs to the Father belongs to Him. Just like the 

prodigal son’s father says to the elder son, “Everything I have belongs to 

you.” (16:15) And we get to taste of that “everything” through the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Jesus prays for us in John 17, for unity, protection, sanctification, that is, 

making us wholly God’s and holy. Jesus doesn’t talk too much about the 
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Father in chapters 18 and 19. He does say to Peter to put his sword away and 

that He is going to drink the cup the Father has given him, finish His 

mission, right to the bitter end. (18:11) He doesn’t mention the Father’s 

name in chapter 19, although He does tell Pilate that he doesn’t have any 

authority except what was given him from above. He doesn’t record as Dr. 

Luke does, “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

(Luke 23:34) or “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” (Luke 

23:46) 

 

But John is the most Father centered of all the gospels. I trust you agree this 

is worth your time on Father’s Day. I’ve taken you through nineteen 

chapters of what Jesus attributed to His Father. Turn to your heavenly Father 

in these uncertain days. Know His space as your home, your refuge, your 

rest and your peace. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 

 
 


